Resolution No. 403
KEEP DEFENSE BUDGET RELEVANT
WHEREAS, America’s Number #1 priority is to defend herself and her citizens, yet
continued efforts jeopardize the Defense Department’s ability to properly train, equip and
field a military that can defeat all enemies, as well as protect vital U.S. interests around
the globe; and
WHEREAS, the fact the U.S. spends more on defense than the next 8 or 10
countries combined is a false narrative. With the exception of China and Russia, all the
other countries are focused on homeland and/or shared theater defense alliances, whereas
the U.S. has a worldwide commitment to project power, reliability and leadership; and
WHEREAS, defense spending for fiscal year 2017 was approximately 15 percent of
the total federal budget — the lowest since before World War II and just 3.1 percent of the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) — but accounts for nearly half of all discretionary spending,
which makes DOD a consistent target for lawmakers trying to reduce overall federal
spending, at the risk of making America less safe; and
WHEREAS, the military shrinks in terms of installations, manpower and material
at the end of every war, but bringing the troops home has yet to make the world any less
dangerous, our enemies any more predictable, or reduce the world’s reliance on the United
States to lead every contingency or humanitarian operation. Nor has our nation’s war
against international terrorism ended; and
WHEREAS, it is crucial that any proposed reduction not jeopardize America’s
security or break faith with those who serve or have served her in uniform. A nation that
cherishes its freedom and supports the troops can afford to do both; now, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, that we
strongly urge Congress to end sequestration and to provide the necessary funding equal to
not less than 5 percent of GDP for the readiness, training, modernization, healthcare, and
quality of life initiatives for the armed forces of today and tomorrow.
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