Resolution No. 623
VA AUTOMOTIVE ALLOWANCE
WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs will issue only one certificate of
eligibility for financial assistance in the purchase of a new or used automobile or other
conveyance; and
WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs will provide or assist in
providing eligible veterans with a second automobile or other conveyance when the first
vehicle purchased with VA financial assistance is destroyed as a result of any natural
catastrophe, the destruction was not the veterans fault or the veteran does not receive
compensation for the loss from a property insurer; and
WHEREAS, current technology, design and safety advances have reached such a
level that automobiles and conveyances are superior to every model produced in the last
50 years; and
WHEREAS, it is impractical to assume veterans who require such assistance
would not benefit from better design and equipment changes to make it easier to
accomplish daily tasks, attend medical or other appointments and experience an overall
better quality of life; and
WHEREAS, veterans who require such assistance are unduly penalized by the
narrow scope of this program by virtue of the nature of its being a “one time” benefit;
now, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, that
we urge Congress and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to remove the unreasonable
restrictions of a once in a lifetime grant; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs authorize
veterans, or their duly authorized representatives who are already in receipt of the
automotive allowance, those with applications pending, and any future qualified
applicant be allowed to reapply for this essential benefit at the end of the sales or lease
contract or every 5 years, whichever is greater, so as to maintain a practical quality of
life and benefit from current safety and technology standards.
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